Genetic counseling outcomes validation by genetics nurses in the UK and US.
To validate genetic counseling outcomes with a sample of genetics nurses from the United Kingdom (UK), and to compare elements of genetic counseling outcomes with those from a sample of genetics nurses from the United States (US). Descriptive-comparative survey. Concept analysis and literature review were used to designate outcomes, and genetics nurses were surveyed to validate the outcomes. A revision of Fehring's 1987 methodology for assessing content validity was used to estimate content validity and sensitivity of the genetic counseling outcomes. Data are reported on a convenience sample of 50 UK nurse members of the Association of Genetic Nurses and Counsellors. Findings were correlated with prior data from a convenience sample of 92 U.S. nurse members of the International Society of Nurses in Genetics, Inc., and data were compared between groups. A significant positive correlation was found between samples of U.K. and U.S. nurses regarding components of outcomes of the genetic counseling process and between groups regarding extent of contribution of nurses to the outcomes. Strength of nursing contributions to knowledge of disease and indicators of coping varied according to country. Genetics nurses in the UK and US had similar definitions of outcomes of genetic counseling, but priorities of indicators differed between countries. Terminology used in measures to identify outcomes of the process of genetic counseling must be consistent with cultural norms.